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This book was prepared under the guidance of Professor Dr.
Mehmet Emin Ay, an expert in the field of Islamic religious educa-
tion. Its goals are to prepare children to take the Companions of
the blessed Prophet Muhammad as a role model by getting to know
them better. Readers should be able to leave the virtual world of the
internet and return to the “Age of Happiness” when our Prophet
and the Companions around him illuminated the world. Therefore,
throughout this book we have the Companions talking about them-
selves, our prophet and the other Companions. It should be made
clear that the events narrated have been carefully chosen from
authentic sources.
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READING OUR BOOK

Those personalities who formed the circle of Companions around our
dear Prophet are the topic of our book. These individuals played a great
role in conveying Islamic knowledge down the centuries. Here, we have
narrated their stories in the first person and the stories are told through
the tongue of the Companions themselves. The many stories presented
within this book’s pages have been entirely taken from authentic sources
of hadith, although in order to better reflect the spirit of this age they
have been sometimes modified. Nevertheless extra care has been taken
not to harm the genuineness of the events. We believe that in following
this method our book will be an important and effective educational tool
for children.

Our book is laid out in such a way that it can be read over a year, just
like our book “365 Days with Our Dear Prophet.” The events described
start with the first revelation of the Quran to our Prophet and ended with
the reign of Uthman ibn Affan. In addition to the virtues and the events in
the lives of the Companions, the events that they witnessed are frequently
referred to in our book. By this we aim to impart to our children the
knowledge of what kind of historical adventure we have gone through.

We have tried to avoid the concepts and the events that children might
have difficulty understanding. Yet from time to time there will be places
that are difficult for them to comprehend. This is where the help of par-
ents and teachers comes in. To understand today’s events in the world the
story of the early Muslim conquests and establishment of new cities may
need to be clarified through history lessons.

It is our desire and hope that by learning about the exemplary lives
of these great women and men who were willing to sacrifice everything
they had in order to pass on this beautiful religion to us we can be worthy
of their trust, following in their footsteps and leading peaceful, virtuous
lives.
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Let’s Not Foréet

There are expressions that we use to show respect pay tribute to our
Prophet, his companions and the great figures of our religion. When rea-
ding this book, let’s not forget to use these expressions.

Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam (saw): The letters “saw” found written
next to the name of our prophet is an abbreviation of the arabic “Sallalla-
hu Alayhi Wasallam.” It means, “Peace be upon him.”

Radhiallahu anhu (ra): The letters “ra” written near the names of the
prophet’s companions is an abbreviation of the arabic expression Radhial-
lahu Anhu.” It means “May Allah be pleased with them.”

Hazrat (Hz.): The letters “Hz” found at the beginning of a name means
Hazrat. This is an honorific, or a title that expresses respect.

Ibn: Some name includes the word “Ibn.” This means “son of.” For
example, the name Uthman ibn Affan implies that the person is Uthman,
son of Affan. Similarly, some names include the word “Bint” which means
“daughter of.”
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THE SAHABAH
iy ;
23. The idol is losing its’ food / 40 '3!‘:

KHADIJAH AL-KUBRA SPEAKS:
24. News my friend brought / 42

1. Syria in summer, Yemen in winter / 14
2. A Peaceful Home / 16 25. Go now. Come back when we are strong / 43

AMR IBN MURRAH SPEAKS:

ZAID IBN HARITHAH SPEAKS:
3. From slavery to true happiness / 17 26. Darkness completely disappeared / 44
KHADIJAH AL-KUBRA SPEAKS: DIMAM IBN THA'LABAH SPEAKS:
4. “Do not be afraid, Allah would not abandon 27. The best doctor is our prophet / 46 "
ou!”/18
b 7 SALIM, SLAVE OF ABU HUZAIFA SPEAKS:
ALl AL-MURTADA SPEAKS: 28. Like my biological father / 47
5. “Don’t tell anyone” / 19 29. The most valuable thing in my life / 48
6. Why should I ask my father? / 21
ARWA BINT ABDUL MUTTALIB:
ABU BAKR AS-SIDDIQ SPEAKS: 30. The most beloved nephew / 49
7. “Allah will protect us!” / 22 aj
KHALID IBN SAID SPEAKS:

SALMA, UMM UL-KHAIR SPEAKS: 31. A dream that has come true / 50

8. “Is our prophet all right?” / 24
MUDRIK AL-AZDI SPEAKS:
ZUBAYR IBN AL-AWWAM: 32. What did they want from him? / 52

9. News that scared me / 25
TARIQ IBN ABDULLAH SPEAKS:
SA’D IBN ABU WAQQAS SPEAKS: 33. The memory from a market fair / 53 k
23 10. Under the moonlight / 26
AMR IBN AL-AS SPEAKS:
TALHA IBN UBAIDULLAH SPEAKS: 34. Muslims are in Ethiopia / 54
11. “Do not reject him!” / 27 35. The story of Hisham, my brother / 56
ABDUR RAHMAN IBN AWF SPEAKS: HAMZA IBN ABDUL MUTTALIB SPEAKS:
12. A new name, a new life / 28 36. Fight me if you dare! / 57
AMMAR IBN YASIR SPEAKS: LAILA BINT ABI HASMAH SPEAKS:
13. Brother-in-law of my mother / 29 37. “You can never lose hope in Allah!” / 58
14. The girl who escaped being buried alive! / 30
UMAR IBN AL-KHATTAB SPEAKS:
BILAL SPEAKS: 38. Towards Islam / 59
15. Slave and master are equal before Allah / 31 39. Welcome to Islam! / 61
40. Umar has become a Muslim! / 62
HABBAB IBN ARAT SPEAKS:
16. The Answer of Allah / 32 HAFSA BINT UMAR SPEAKS:
17. Comfort comes with patience / 33 41. My uncle enters Islam / 63 gk
42. Our prophet warns / 64
\!L MUS’AB IBN UMAYR SPEAKS:
"i\ 18. Real wealth is in the next life / 34 ABU MUSA AL- ASH’ARI SPEAKS:
43. The ship lost at sea / 65
ABDULLAH IBN MAS’UD SPEAKS:
19. The Sound of the Qur'an at the Ka’bah / 36 RUQAYYAH BINT MUHAMMAD SPEAKS:
44. Prayer coming from far away / 66
ARQAM IBN ABU’L-ARQAM SPEAKS:
20. Where the Muslims will meet / 37 UMMU HABIBAH SPEAKS: *
a 21. House enlightening Makkah / 38 45 Greetings from Ethiopia / 67
SAID IBN ZAID SPEAKS: ZUBAIR IBN AL-AWWAM SPEAKS: e
46. Victory of Negus / 69

22. As T heard it from my father / 39

ABU DHAR AL-GHIFFARI SPEAKS: ZAID IBN HARITHA SPEAKS:
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47. Usama: The fruit of love / 70 RUBAYYI’ BINT MU’'AWWIZ SPEAKS:
70. Fasting on Ashura Day / 98
ALl AL-MURTADASPEAKS:
* 48. New mother after the mother / 71 ABDULLAH IBN SALAM SPEAKS:
72. The prophet the Torah spoke about / 100
JUBAIR IBN MUT’IM SPEAKS: 73. “I grabbed the handle of faith firmly” / 101 QL
=Y 49. Our prophet’s protector / 72 74. The reason for their rejection / 102 “I>
MIQDAD IBN ASWAD SPEAKS: ABDULLAH IBN ZAID SPEAKS:
50. The Quraish of Makkah all became Muslim! / 75. The adhan taught in dream / 103
73
BILAL IBN RABBAH SPEAKS:
HAWLA BINT HAKIM SPEAKS: 76. Salat is better than sleeping / 105
51. A New Spouse: Sawdah / 74 "
BARA IBN AZIB SPEAKS:
b ABBAS IBN UBADAH SPEAKS: 77. A New Qib'lah / 106
52. Even if the whole world turns agains us! / 75
BASBAS IBN AMR SPEAKS:
UBAYY IBN KA'B SPEAKS: 78. Caravan of Quraish is coming / 107
53. Yet they were expecting a prophet / 76 79. Toward a great battle / 108
MUS’AB IBN UMAIR SPEAKS: HABBAB IBN MUNZIR SPEAKS:
54. The teacher of the people of Madinah / 77 80. Our army’s position / 109
55. Friday is a (fay of Islam / 78

SAWAD IBN GHAZIA SPEAKS:
KA’B IBN MALIK SPEAKS: 81. One last hug /111

56. The first Friday prayer in Madinah / 79
IYAS IBN THA’LABAH SPEAKS:

ASMA BINT ABI BAKAR SPEAKS: 82. Taking care of your mother is your duty / 112
57. “She with the two belts” / 80
UMAIR IBN WAHB SPEAKS: t
23 ABDULLAH IBN ABU BAKR SPEAKS: 83. The unsuccessful plan / 113
58. The little messenger / 82 84. A friend and a brother in religion / 114
AMIR IBN FUHAIRA SPEAKS: JUBAIR IBN MUT‘IM SPEAKS:
59. The spider and the pigeon / 82 85. “If your father was alive...” / 115
60. Promise to Suraqa / 83
FATIMAHH AZ-ZAHRA SPEAKS:
MAS’UD IBN HUNAIDA SPEAKS: 86. My older sister’s grueling migration / 116
61. The guide of guides / 86 .
ABU RAFI AL-QIBTI SPEAKS:
* GHUZAYYA BINT JABIR SPEAKS: 87. They were angels / 117
62. Two joys at once / 87 88. Under a star-studded night... / 118
SA’D IBN MUADH SPEAKS: FURAT IBN HAYYAN SPEAKS:
63. The Qiblah of Bara / 88 89. Faith brought about by imprisonment / 119
ANAS IBN MALIK SPEAKS: ABU BAKR SPEAKS:
64. The moon has risen on us / 89 90. The victory of the Byzantium / 120 i
q 65. We would have been destroyed / 91
Ls 66. Yathrib becomes Madinah / 92 ALl AL-MURTAZA SPEAKS:
“~> 91. The wedding gift / 121
ABU AYYUB AL-ANSARI SPEAKS: 92. Advice from the dearest father to his daughter
67. Celebrating an honored guest / 93 /123
68. Why didn’t he eat? / 95 93. Seventeen dates / 124
SALMAN AL-FARISI SPEAKS: HASAN IBN ALI SPEAKS:
69. “Salman has behaved correctly” / 96 94. Grandsons of the nicest grandfather / 125
b ABDUR RAHMAN IBN AWF SPEAKS: LUBABAH BINT HARITH SPEAKS:
70. “Please show me how to get to the market” /95, Nursing brothers, they suckled together / 127
97 96. Who upsets him, upsets me! / 128
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ABU HATHMAH ABDULLAH IBN SAIDAH SPEAKS: RUFAIDA BINT SA’'D SPEAKS:
96. The Guide of our dear prophet / 129 118. Care-giver for those wounded in battle / 154

ABU UBAYDAH IBN JARRAH SPEAKS:
98. The lesson from Uhud / 130
N\

(5‘ ABU TALHA IBN SAHL SPEAKS: ABU LUBABAH SPEAKS: -i‘
99. “Sit down! Sit down!” / 131 120. The pillar of repentance / 156

MUHAMMAD IBN MASLAMAH SPEAKS:
119. As if they were not the same people / 155

KA’B IBN MALIK SPEAKS: BAKUM AL-RUMI SPEAKS:
100. A difficult day / 132 121. The first minbar / 157
UMM UMARAH NASIBAH BINT KA’B SPEAKS: SALAMAH IBN AQWA SPEAKS:
101. Prayer brings a cure! / 133 122. Under that tree... / 159 "
SUMAIRA BINT QAIS SPEAKS: UMM KULTHUM BINT UQBA SPEAKS:
102. “May my parents be sacrificed for you!” / 135 123. One of the heaviest conditions / 160
124. Secretly migrating to Madinah / 161

HIND BINT AMR SPEAKS: 125. What is going to happen now? / 162

103. “Accept me as I am...a lame man!” / 136
ABDULLAH IBN SUHAIL SPEAKS:
SAFIYYAH BINT ABDUL MUTTALIB SPEAKS: 126. The Story of Abu Jandal / 163 aj

104. Separation From my Brother Hamza / 137
ABDULLAH IBN ABBAS SPEAKS:

RAH IB,N SAHL SPEAKS: 127. Three days in Makkah / 164
105. Patience in the Path of Allah / 138
AMR IBN TUFAIL SPEAKS:

MA'BAD AL-KHUZAI SPEAKS: 128. The Ambassador of the Messenger of Allah /
106. Striking fear in Abu Sufian / 139 166
MUHAMMAD IBN ANAS SPEAKS: ABDULLAH IBN JA’FAR SPEAKS: k
23 107. Souvenir of the prophet: a garden of dates / 129. A double happiness / 167
& 140
ASMA BINT UMAIS SPEAKS:
ANAS IBN MALIK SPEAKS: 130. Happy Days / 168
108. Even when about to die / 142
ABU HURAIRAH SPEAKS:
SAID IBN AMIR SPEAKS: 131. The “Father of Kittens” / 169
109. What kind of love is this? / 143 132. A great prize / 171
AISHA BINT ABU BAKR SPEAKS: 133. How is a good prayer performed? / 172 .

* 110. The lost necklace / 144 THAWBAN IBN BUJDUD SPEAKS:
134. Both in this world and in paradise / 173

MISTAH IBN UTHATHAH SPEAKS: ;
111. An example of a big heart / 146 135. Running to Islam waves... / 174
DIHYAH IBN KHALIFAH SPEAKS:

112 Thvee Sparks and three picces of good newst 135, 4 Pesing o e propher 1175 g
138. In the Presence of Roman Emperor / 178 i
\!L ABDULLAH IBN ZUBAIR SPEAKS: ALA AL-KHADRAMI SPEAKS:
-i‘ 113. Secret duty / 149 139. Islam in the land of Bahrain / 179
ABBAD IBN BISHR SPEAKS: .
114. Both the prayer and the victory / 150 140. Beauﬁ?&ﬁgiﬁﬁmlgmsggﬁﬁ in Torah /
BASHIR IBN SA'D SPEAKS: 180
115. Greetings to our dear prophet! /151 AMIR IBN RABIA SPEAKS:
a ABDULLAH IBN RAWAHAH SPEAKS: 141. A religion worth more than the whole world
116. The power of poetry / 152 /181 '.Z]
117. My encouraging words, memorized by the AMR IBN AHTAM SPEAKS:

prophet / 153
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142. A Contest of Poets / 182

DIMAM IBN THA’'LABAH SPEAKS:
143. Tell me for the sake of Allah / 183

DIRAR IBN AZWAR SPEAKS:
144. Trade with great profit / 184

ABU RASHID SPEAKS:
145. The Messenger going in advance / 186

KAILA BINT MAHRAMA SPEAKS:
146. Not a fair demand! / 187

MUNDHIR IBN AIZ SPEAKS:
147. First Night as a Muslim in Madinah / 188
148. The guests of the Ansar / 189

UTHMAN BIN A’BUL-AS SPEAKS:
149. The prayer accepted years later / 190

BASHIR IBN HATHATHIAH SPEAKS:
150. What will take you to paradise? / 191

KHALID IBN WALID SPEAKS:
151. He never spoke of our mistakes to our faces
/192

ABDULLAH IBN AMR SPEAKS:

152. 1 was even late for Islam! / 193

AMR IBN SALIM SPEAKS:
153. Towards the great conquest / 196

AlZ IBN AMR SPEAKS:
154. The last effort of Abu Sufian / 197

KHATIB IBN ABI BALTA’A SPEAKS:
155. “My purpose was not treason!” / 198

AMR IBN ABASA SPEAKS:
156. He did not forget me, even after many years
/199

ATTAB IBN ASID SPEAKS:
157. Muslims are in Makkah! / 200

ABDULLAH IBN ARQAM SPEAKS:
158. First a Muslim, then a writer / 201

ABU SUFIAN SAKHR IBN HARB SPEAKS:
159. “Abu Sufian’s house is a place of safety” /
202

ABDULLAH IBN SUHAIL SPEAKS:
160. Embarrassment of my father / 204

IKRIMA IBN ABU JAHL SPEAKS:
161. Escape for fear of death / 205
162. "Welcome, O Tkrimah!” / 206

ABU AHMAD ABDULLAH IBN JAHSH SPEAKS:
163. A Palace in Paradise, in place of a house
here / 207
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DIRAR IBN KHATTAB SPEAKS:
164. Yesterday’s enemies are brothers now / 208

DURRA BINT ABU LAHAB SPEAKS:
165. T wish they entered Islam, too / 209

ABU JAHM AMIR SPEAKS: %
166. Gift returned / 210 -i

ABU FARWA SPEAKS:
167. Good news of the forgiveness of sins / 211

HIND BINT UTBAH SPEAKS:
168. “How can you join them?” /212
169. “If the idols had power...” / 214

FADL IBN ABBAS SPEAKS:
170. The reward of distributing Zamzam / 215

ABU BAKR AS-SIDDIQ SPEAKS:
171. My father’s acceptance of Islam / 216

HAKIM IBN HIZAM SPEAKS:
172. Are you also? / 217
173. Where would I be today! / 218

HARITH IBN HISHAM SPEAKS:
174. A very important piece of advice / 219

BILAL IBN RABAH SPEAKS:

175. The sadness of people of Madinah / 220 k

ANAS IBN ABU MARSAD SPEAKS:
176. Standing guard for paradise / 221

NUDAIR IBN HARITH SPEAKS:
177. Allah knows what’s in the heart / 223

SHAIBA IBN UTHMAN SPEAKS:
178. “Come here!” / 224

DUSUR IBN HARITH SPEAKS:
179. Who can save you from me now? /225

ALQAMA IBN MUJAZZIZ SPEAKS:
180. Who’s under the blanket? / 226
181. The first naval action in Muslim history /
227

IRBAD IBN SARIYAH SPEAKS:
182. For everyone in similar cases... / 229

ULBA IBN ZAID SPEAKS:
183. The alms accepted / 230

ABD UR-RAHMAN IBN HUBAB SPEAKS:
184. The good news Uthman received / 231

ABU AKIL SPEAKS: IH !
185. I needed a big reward for that small deed /
232 -

WASILA IBN ASKA SPEAKS:
186. “Who are you?” / 233
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187. The shared booty / 234

ABU HUMAID AL-SAIDI SPEAKS:
* 188. An event with two lessons / 236

ABD UR-RAHMAN IBN AWF SPEAKS:
L 2 189. The imam of our prophet / 237

ABU HAITHAMAH AL-ANSARI SPEAKS:
190. “I hope this is Abu Haithamah” / 238

AMIR IBN QAIS AL-ANSARI SPEAKS:
191. Who’s truthful, who’s a liar? / 239

ZAID IBN ARQAM SPEAKS:
192. Unbearable words / 240

KA’B IBN MALIK SPEAKS:
193. Together with the remaining women and
children / 241
194. The difficult waiting / 243
195. “Allah and his Messenger know best” / 244
196. “Good news Ka’b, Good news!” / 245
197. The reward for truthfulness / 246

JARIR IBN ABDULLAH SPEAKS:
198. Temple, considered ‘Ka’bah of Yemen’ / 247

ASIM IBN ADIYY SPEAKS:
199. A center of evil is gone / 248

AMR IBN AWF SPEAKS:
200. The greatest danger / 249

MUADH IBN JABAL SPEAKS:
201. “I truly love you!” / 251

FADL IBN ABBAS SPEAKS:
202. The death of little Ibrahim / 252

ABD UR-RAHMAN IBN HARITH SPEAKS:
203. Advice which came with love / 253

MISWAR IBN MAHRAMA SPEAKS:
204. “O you spoiled one!” / 254

ABBAD IBN BISHR SPEAKS:
205. Isn’t this the voice of Abbad? / 255

ADIYY IBN HATIM AT-TA’I SPEAKS:
206. Even they treat slaves this way... / 257
207. From Christianity to Islam / 258
208. Black thread, white thread / 259

ABDULLAH IBN ABBAS SPEAKS:
209. The angel in the shape of a man! / 260

AYSHA BINT ABU BAKR SPEAKS:
210. Entertainment is not prohibited / 261

ABDULLAH IBN HUZAFA SPEAKS:
211. Our dear prophet was not angry at my jokes
/262
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ABDULLAH IBN UMAR SPEAKS:
212. How beautiful Abdullah is! / 263
213. “I wish you had said it!” / 265

ABDULLAH IBN ABU AWFA SPEAKS:
214. When a Mother forgives / 266

AWF IBN MALIK SPEAKS:
215. The best prayers / 267

JABIR IBN ABDULLAH SPEAKS:
216. The camel as a %ift /268
217. Step by step to beautiful Islam / 269

ABU JUHAIFAH SPEAKS:
218. Those eating to the fill in this world / 270

ABU SAID AL- KHUDRI SPEAKS:
219. Paradise is in circles of knowledge / 272

ABU TALHA ZAID IBN SAHL SPEAKS:
220. “Don’t worry at all!” / 273
221. “My husband was right” / 274

ABDURRAHMAN IBN HISHAM SPEAKS:
222. Loving him more than anything else / 275

ABD UR-RAHMAN IBN ZAID SPEAKS:
223. A life began with prophet’s prayers / 276

ABDULLAH IBN AMR IBN AS SPEAKS:
224. To catch up with the front runners... / 278
225. Qualities that take one to paradise / 279

ABD UR-RAHMAN IBN ABU BAKR SPEAKS:
226. Blessings brought by the poor / 280

ABU YUSR SPEAKS:
227. Good deeds destroy bad ones / 281

ABU DARDA SPEAKS:
228 The value of Abu Bakr / 282
229. Ubayy told the truth / 283

ANAS IBN MALIK SPEAKS:
230. From one Friday to another / 285

ASMA BINT YAZID SPEAKS:
231. Good news for Muslim Women / 286

FATIMAH BINT RASULULLAH SPEAKS:
232. My father misses my mother / 287

FATIMAH BINT AL-YAMAN SPEAKS:
233. A serious warning to women / 288

HAJJAJ IBN ILAT SPEAKS:

234. At night the voice coming from afar / 289 *
E=]

HAKAM IBN QAISAN SPEAKS:
235. “If I had acted on your advice...” / 290

HANZALAH IBN RABIA SPEAKS:
236. Fear and release / 291

2

»

b



HARITH IBN WAHB SPEAKS:
237. An all-inclusive prayer / 292

HARITHA IBN NU’MAN SPEAKS:
238. Jibrail came in shape of Dihiah /293

HASSAN IBN THABIT SPEAKS:
239. Jibrail is with you! / 295

HAWLA BINT QAIS SPEAKS:
240. Unforgettable Advice / 296

HAWLA BINT TUWAIT SPEAKS:
241. Good friendship is a result of Faith / 297

HAWWA AL- ANSARIYYA SPEAKS:
242. The donations like a mountain! / 298

HURAIM AL-ASADI SPEAKS:
243. Two important warnings! / 299

RABIA IBN KAB SPEAKS:
244. T would like to be your neighbor in Paradise
/301

ABU MUSA AL-ASHARI SPEAKS:
245. Three pieces of good news in Paradise / 302

HUZAIMA IBN THABIT SPEAKS:
246. A witness without seeing / 304

IMRAN IBN HUSAIN SPEAKS:
247. Allah is the one who gives us water! / 305

ITBAN IBN MALIK SPEAKS:
248. My home is our mosque! / 307

JABALA IBN HARITHAH SPEAKS:
249. Very special advice / 308

MA'N IBN ADIYY SPEAKS:
250. Whether he is alive or not... / 309

QAIS IBN SA’D SPEAKS:

251. I made him greet me more often /310

MA'N IBN YAZID SPEAKS:
252. Money found in the mosque / 311

ABU QATADAH AL-ANSARI SPEAKS:
253. Gift of the tiring night / 314
254. A little granddaughter on shoulders / 315
255. Prayer with a peace of mind /316

MUGHIRAH IBN SHU’BAH SPEAKS:
256. Allah’s servant must be thankful / 317

NADLA IBN UBAID SPEAKS:
257. He always makes it easy / 318

ABU BAKR AS-SIDDIQ SPEAKS:
258. How happy the believers are! /319

NUMAN IBN BASHIR SPEAKS:
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259. The advice of our prophet to my father /
321
260. Like Angels /322

UMAR IBN AL-KHATTAB SPEAKS:
261. “He loves Allah and His Messenger!” / 323
262. The questions of the stranger / 324

RIFAA IBN RAFI SPEAKS:
263. The word angels raced for writing it! / 325

RUBAYYI BINT MUAWWIZ SPEAKS:
264. Value given to women / 326
265. The son of Afra /328

THABIT IBN QAIS SPEAKS:
266. A fear and good news / 329

SAFWAN IBN ASSAL SPEAKS:
267. You will be with the one you love / 330

SA’D IBN UBADA SPEAKS:
268. My mother’s wish / 331
269. Greetings to the Ansar! / 332

SA’D AL- KARAZ SPEAKS:
270. Muezzin in place of Bilal / 333

ABU MUSA AL-ASHARI SPEAKS:
271. Praises for Yemen and the people of Yemen)k
/334

ABDULLAH IBN MAS’UD SPEAKS:
272. The tears of our dear Prophet / 336

SAHR IBN WADAA SPEAKS:
273. Blessing for getting up early / 337

SAIB IBN ABU SAIB SPEAKS:
274. “What a wonderful partner you were!” / 338 .

SAHL IBN AL-SAIDI SPEAKS:
275. 1 wanted it as my Kafan / 339

SALAMA IBN AQWA SPEAKS:
276. The value of others’ rights / 340

JABIR IBN ABDULLAH SPEAKS:
277. A Whale of a lunch! / 342

ABU RAYHANA SHAMUN IBN ZAID SPEAKS:
278. A sleepless eye for Allah’s sake / 344

SHADDAD IBN AWS SPEAKS:
279. Good news from our precious prophet / 345

SHARID IBN SUWAID SPEAKS:
280. Escape from Yemen to Madinah / 346

TALHA IBN AMR SPEAKS: .Z)
281. Good news for students of the Quran / 347

TALHA IBN BARA SPEAKS:
282. Several questions. / 348
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TAMIM IBN ASID SPEAKS:
283. A man without protection, alone / 349

UBADA IBN SAMIT SPEAKS:
284. Different kinds of Martyrdom / 350

UBAYY IBN KA’B SPEAKS:
285. The importance al-Fatihah / 352
286. You will be given what you hope for! / 353

UKBAH IBN AMIR SPEAKS:
287. Good news for proper wudu and namaz /
355

URWA AL-BARIKI SPEAKS:
288. Blessings of prophet’s dua... / 356

USAID IBN HUDAIR SPEAKS:
289. The angels coming to listen / 357

UTBAH IBN ABDULLAH SPEAKS:
290. Within my power / 358

UMM MUBASHIR BINT BARA SPEAKS:
291. Anything planted in soil will be a sadagah /
359

USAMA IBN ZAID IBN HARITHAH SPEAKS:
292. Who do you love more? /361

WABISAH IBN MA’BAD SPEAKS:
293. You still should ask your heart / 362

ZAID IBN ARQAM SPEAKS:
294. Justice for everyone / 363
295. The march to Mu’tah / 364

ZAID IBN THABIT SPEAKS:
296. The advice of our dear Prophet: “Learn a
foreign language” / 365

ZAINAB BINT HUMAID SPEAKS:
297. Make us partners, too / 366

ZAINAB AS SAQAFIYYA SPEAKS:
298. Two rewards together / 367

ABU LUBABAH SPEAKS:
299. Date of Paradise: / 368

ABU HURAIRAH SPEAKS:
300. Funeral prayer for a brother far away / 369

MUADH IBN JABAL SPEAKS:
301. Maybe you will visit my mosque and grave
site / 370

ABD UR-RAHMAN IBN GHANM SPEAKS:
302. He was all: the teacher, the judge, and an
imam, too... /371
303. Why did he cry? /373

ANAS IBN MALIK SPEAKS:
304. The last day of our beloved prophet / 374

>

%

&
&

¥

e

A
.

1

i o

1

QUTHUM IBN ABBAS SPEAKS:
305. To be able to meet with him in Paradise /
375

UMM SALAMA SPEAKS:
306. The day of goodbye / 377

SUHAIL IBN AMR SPEAKS:
307. Hearts might change / 378

USAMA IBN ZAID SPEAKS:
308. For the pleasure of Allah / 379

AlIZ IBN AMR AL-MUZANI SPEAKS:
309. For the religion of Allah to be superior... /
380

BILAL IBN RABBAH SPEAKS:
310. An adhan that never finishes / 381

ZAID IBN THABIT SPEAKS:
311. Let’'s make the Qur’an into a book! / 382
312. Until the doomsday / 383

BARA IBN AZIB SPEAKS:
313. The story you never get bored of / 385

UTHMAN IBN AFFAN SPEAKS:
314. The thing I love most / 386

315. Someone gives away more than you do! / k
387

TALHA IBN UBAIDULLAH SPEAKS:
316. One father’s great faith / 388

UMM SA’D BINT SA’D IBN RABI SPEAKS:
317. We're left behind! / 389

BASHIR IBN SA’D SPEAKS:
318. The first speech of Umar, the second
Khalifah / 390

ABDULLAH IBN ABBAS SPEAKS:
319. The youngest committee member / 391

ABDULLAH IBN HUDAIFA SPEAKS:
320. If you kiss my forehead... / 392

ABDULLAH IBN UMAR SPEAKS:
321. Clearly my salary is too much! / 393

ABD UR-RAHMAN IBN ABDULLAH SPEAKS:
322. What a beautiful innovation! / 394

SUDA AL-MURRIYAH SPEAKS:
323. That word / 396

SHIFA BINT ABDULLAH SPEAKS: *Z)
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324. Making Fajr Namaz together / 397

AKHNAF IBN KAYS SPEAKS: “«
325. Could there be better servants than Umar
and Akhnaf? / 399
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RABI IBN AMIR SPEAKS:
326. Islam at the Persian border / 400
327. Three offers / 401

AL-KHANSA BINT AMIR SPEAKS:
328. A difficult struggle / 402

SURAKA IBN MALIK SPEAKS:
329. A promise fulfilled / 403

UTBAH IBN GHAZWAN SPEAKS:
330. Beautiful Basra / 405

KHALID IBN WALID SPEAKS:
331. Why was he dismissed? / 407

ABU UBAIDAH IBN JARRAH SPEAKS:
332. The Romans get ready / 408
333. The envoy who became a Muslim / 409

SA’D IBN ABI WAQQAS SPEAKS:
334. Kufah: A new city / 410

ABU SAID IBN HURAITH SPEAKS:
335. The first Quraishi in Kufah / 411

MAISARAH IBN MASRUQ SPEAKS:
336. Jerusalem is conquered / 413
337. Umar in Jerusalem / 414
338. Umar’s kindness and courtesy / 415

KA’B IBN ADIYY SPEAKS:
339. The fear of Muqawkis / 416

AMR IBN AS SPEAKS:
340. Establishment of Al-Fustat / 417

ASIM IBN UMAR IBN AL-KHATTAB SPEAKS:
341. Even if the Khalifah does not see, Allah
does! / 418

ATIQA BINT ZAID SPEAKS:
342. The gift returned / 420

JARUD IBN MUALLA SPEAKS:
343. Even if she spoke for hours! /421

ABU DARDA SPEAKS:
344. A sudden visit from the Khalifah / 422

HUZAIFA IBN YAMAN SPEAKS:
345. For the governors not to stay away from
people /423

JARIR IBN ABDULLAH SPEAKS:
346. The best gift / 424

HAFSA BINT UMAR SPEAKS:
347. What they say is true, but... / 426

HIND BINT UTBAH SPEAKS:
348. The advice of one mother to his son / 427

HURR IBN QAIS SPEAKS:
349. Forgive my uncle! / 428
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MISWAR IBN MAHRAMAH SPEAKS: .y .

350. You did the right thing / 429

MUAIKIB IBN ABU FATIMAH SPEAKS:
351. They were raised and educated by our dear
Prophet / 430

UTHMAN SPEAKS:
352. The letter of the governor / 431

UQBAH IBN AMIR SPEAKS:
353. For just one sentence / 433

WAIL IBN HUJR SPEAKS:
354. Greatness shown by the governor / 434

YAZID IBN ASAMM SPEAKS:
355. Repentance with compassion / 435

ZAID IBN KHALID PEAKS:
356. In the footsteps of Allah’s messenger / 437

ANAS IBN MALIK SPEAKS:
357. Umm Haram, who was martyred on Cyprus
/438

FURAT IBN HAYYAN SPEAKS:
358. It is your right to lead the prayer / 440

SAIB IBN YAZID SPEAKS:
359. A new adhan / 441

HUZAIFAH IBN YAMAN SPEAKS:
360. Increase in copies of the Quran / 442

WABISA IBN MA’BAD SPEAKS:
361. O people, approach! / 444

MIQDAD IBN ASWAD SPEAKS:
362. You are also very blessed / 445

MUAWIYAH IBN ABU SUFIAN SPEAKS:
363. My uncle’s worry / 446
364. A deed that Allah loves / 447

ANAS IBN MALIK SPEAKS:
365. With love for them until the Last Day... /
448
450. TO READ BY THE SAHABAH

458. TO READ BY TOPIC
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KHADIJAH AL-KUBRA SPEAKS:

Syria in summer, Yemen in winter

Our beautiful city of Makkah lay on the caravan routes
that carried goods from one land to another. Silk, spices,
fabrics, and jewelry, all laden on the backs of camels, wo-
uld enter the streets of Makkah. The sound of the bells
hanging on the necks of the camels would fill the air.

The caravans used to rest for a while in our city. We
Arabs used to earn our living from buying and selling.
Since our city lay on busy caravan routes our job was
easier. On top of that, the first house of worship, the
Ka'bah, was located in our city. Every year our city was
filled with pilgrims. We used to host them. Even though I was a
girl, my father, Khuwailid, encouraged me to learn how to buy and sell.
In a land where girls did not count for much, his ac-

tions were indeed daring and courageous. When I

grew up, I hired people to work for me. Because

our city was very hot, our caravans used to go to
Syria in the summer where it was cooler. In the
winter we sent them to Yemen, where it was war-
mer. Since I had hired my employees from the
most trusted men of our city, soon I had beco-

me very wealthy. There was a man in Makkah

by the name of Muhammad, whom everyone

loved and trusted. One day, he came fto me ‘
and told me that he wanted to work for me. I
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was very happy to hear that. I also had heard of
his outstanding personality. One summer, I sent e
Muhammad to Syria with one of my youngest

helpers, Maisara. In a short while they retur-

ned fo Makkah with great profits.

DgY
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A Peaceful Home

At that time, I had two small children and my husband had died. Even
though I was wealthy I was very lonely.

I came to know Muhammad better as we worked fogether. He was kind
and gentle; and at the same time he was a skilled businessman. All the
caravans I sent with him always came back with lots of profit. Peace and
blessings came to my home because of his presence.

Not too long after, with the help of our relatives, I married Muhammad.
I was the happiest woman on earth. I now had a happy home and a won-
derful husband. Keeping my hus-
band happy was the most im-
portant goal of my life. His big
smile always helped me forget
all my troubles. He always tried
his best to make me happy. We
had three daughters together,
Zainab, Rugayyah and Umm Kulf-
hum. We also had sons: Abdullah
and Qasim. We also had young Zaid,
who we loved like a son. But I'll let

him tell you his story...
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ZAID IBN HARITHAH SPEAKS:

‘ DAY
-

From slavery to true happiness

During my childhood, bloody fights took place everywhere in Arabia.
One tribe would attack another tribe all the time. With the exception of
those months that were sacred, they would attack each other without pa-
use and cause many deaths. One day, when I went to visit our
relatives with my mother, an attack of this kind took place.
Armed riders encircled us and capturing me, took me fo a
city I had never seen before. That city was Makkah. I was
about nine or ten years old at the time. In a huge market
where there were many like myself, they put me on sale as
a slave. Very soon, a man with a smiling face came and bought
me. He took me to a lady he was calling aunt, and gave me

to her as a gift. From that moment on, that was my home.
There was an unusual feeling in my new home. Somehow, it
was beautiful. The lady, whose name I learned was Khadijah,
and her husband treated me like I was their own child. Her
husbands name was Muhammad. I thought of him as my
father, not as my master. Both husband and wife made me
forget that I was a slave. I was treated as part of the family. They shared
their food and everything else with me. As the days passed by, my fat-
her Harithah and uncle, Ka’b, showed up at our home. They had searched
everywhere for me, eventually finding me in Makkah. They asked me to
go back with them. My master Muhammad left the choice to me and said:
“Dear Zaid! I am not forcing you. If you like, go with your father. But if
you want, you can stay here with us.”

I loved my father and my uncle, but I did not want to leave my master. 9 v
I first hugged my father and then I explained my decision: "Dear father! O
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I would like to remain in Makkah with my master, Muhammad. I love you
very much, but I cannot find anywhere else the peace and happiness I e
have here in Makkah.”

My father had thought that I was kept in Makkah against my will. So
when I told him personally about my decision, he was surprised of course.
He was a little sad, but comforted nonetheless. He returned to our home
without me.

HAZRET KHADIJAH SPEAKS:

‘ DAY
R )

“Do not be afraid,
Allah wouldnt abandon you!”

When my dear husband reached the age of 35, he used fo pass his time
on certain days meditating and thinking about who created the universe
and the meaning of life. I had great respect for his act. When he went
to the cave on Mount Hira outside Makkah in order to have quite time to
think, I used to make food for him to take.

It was the year our youngest daughter, Fatimah, was born. This time my
dear husband remained in the cave for a long

while. He was there for almost the whole month
of Ramadan. I sent our servants from tfime
to time to see how he was doing. They wo-
uld come back telling me that he was all
right. Still, I couldnt help but worry abo-
ut his health and comfort. I was worried
one morning. My dear husband showed up
at the door. His face was very pale. After
sleeping for a while, he told me what had
v ¢ happened. While Muhammad was quietly sit-
5 ting in the cave, a voice that suddenly com-
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manded him: “"Read!” He was very afraid, as the voice was coming from a
great light. Then, he heard the same voice twice more. The light squeezed
him firmly and then let him go. My dear husband asked: “But what should
I read?” The owner of the voice said: "I am Jibrail, an angel. Allah has
chosen you to be His prophet!” Then the same angel taught him to recite
the first verses of the Qur‘an. After my dear husband told me all these
things, he said: "“What is happening to me, Khadijah?” His voice was filled
with concern. My worry was gone. I believed that my dear husband was
the prophet that many people were waiting for. My cousin Waraqa was a
knowledgeable man. He read the books that Allah had sent to Jesus and
Moses. I remember he once said: “Allah is going to send the last prophet
to mankind. He will come very soon.” This was exactly the same event as
Waraqa had told us. I looked into my husband’s eyes and said: "Do not ever
be afraid that the One God is going to abandon you! I believe you are the
last prophet that is going to be sent to humanity. Allah will never abandon
somebody like you who is honest, kind and helpful to others.”

ALl AL-MURTADA SPEAKS:

DAY

S >

“Dont tell anyone”

I knew my cousin Muhammad from the time I was born. I often felt
that he was closer to me than my own father, Abu Talib. Since my family's
financial situation was not good, I went to live with my cousin. My aunt,
Khadijah, was a wealthy woman. Because of that, my cousin used to help
me a lot. I never felt like a stranger in their home. I used to play with
their children all the time. We had lots of fun together.

One day, my cousin and his wife were making some strange movements
in one of the rooms of their house. I did not understand what they were
doing. In the end, they sat down and they turned their heads first to the
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right, and then tfo the left. Then finally, they stood up. I entered the room
and asked them what they were doing. My cousin, like always, was smiling.
He said: "T'll explain to you what we were doing. But first, you have to
promise not to tell anyone.”

Right away I gave him my promise. "Of course,” I said. "I will tell no
one.” Then he sat me in front of him, and began speaking from the bottom
of his heart. "0 Ali!” he said. “You are an intelligent boy. I have no doubt
that you will understand what I'm about to tell you. Allah created all of
us. He has sent me as a prophet. The thing you just witnessed

was the namaz, a special prayer that we make fo the One
God. The Angel Jibrail came fo me and brought me the first
verses of the Qur'an,” he said. “Jibrail asked me to give the

good news to everyone in Makkah to leave their idols and
have faith in Allah. The name of our faith is called Islam.
It is not only the name of the religion I am bringing,
but it was also the same name of the religions that
the other prophets brought. Would you like to also
enter into Islam?”

Though I was only ten years old, I listened in
amazement. There were some Makkans who were
called Hanifs. They had said the same thing. They
believed in Abraham’s religion, but they lived far

away from people. I had fo think about what my
cousin had just told me. For this reason, I said: "Give me
some time. Let me talk to my father. If he allows it, I
will become a Muslim.” My cousin and his wife said this
was okay, but they said that no matter what my decision
was, I should kept things a secretf. For the time being,

Allah did not want this matter to be revealed to
the people.
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Why should I ask my father?

I thought about what my cousin told me, about entering Islam. Doing
this would mean rejecting the many gods and goddesses that the Makkans
prayed to. If the people came to hear about this they would be angry. Also,
my father, Abu Talib, was a very important person in Makkah since my grand-
father, Abd ul-Muttalib, had died. I am sure his friends would not be happy
with the news that I accepted Islam. Maybe my father would tell me not to
enter Islam, or maybe he would tell me to wait for a while; but I had to ask
him. I thought about this until the sun came up the next morning. So many
times I wanted fo talk to my father about if, but a voice inside of me kept
telling me to wait. Finally, I went outside. There was a beautiful clear sky.

All the stars that shined lit up the horizon. It was almost sunrise.

Our city was waking up to a new day. I thought about Allah, who
created all these things. I thought about what He deserves from us.
Since He gave us all of these beautiful things, wouldnt it be disrespectful to
Allah to worship these idols? I knew that idols were just pieces of stone or
wood, which could do nothing fo help or harm us. But why were the Makkans
worshiping these things? Why couldnt they direct their faces towards the
One God? Why were they being so ungrateful? When morning came, I went
to my cousin Muhammad. Smiling, he asked me: *“What has happened O Ali?
Did you talk to your father?” I told him: “No. But Ive decided to accept Islam.
I am becoming Muslim without asking my father. I've realized one fact: Why
should I ask him, when Allah gave me life without asking my father?” As I
explained my decision to my cousin, my heart filled with joy. Up until that
moment Muhammad had been my older cousin. Now he became not only my

prophet, but, at the same time, my master and feacher.
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ABY BAKR AS-SIDDIQ SPEAKS:

- DNY

“Allah will protect us!”

I was the closest friend of our beloved Prophet before he received his
mission. When he was chosen as a prophet by Allah, I immediately believed
in him. I wanted to be together in paradise as I was in this world. Since
the time Islam began to spread, the Makkans began torturing the belie-
vers. Our numbers were few, and we couldnt help those Muslim brothers
and sisters who were horribly bullied and beaten. At a time we were sad
to be under such oppression. I decided to go some other land where it
would be easier to follow Islam. I hadnt informed our Prophet about my
decision. I had a friend among the Makkans by the name of Harith. Harith
was not a Muslim, although he was fair and honest man. He did not par-
ticipate in torturing and bullying the Muslims. When Harith saw me being
sad, and when he learned that I was going to go fo Ethiopia, he made me
an offer: "Dont go to that land. Let me tell everyone that I have taken
you under my protection.”

I liked this idea. Harith kept his promise. I started reciting the Qur'an
and praying namaz in my courtyard.

Some time passed, and Harith came to me and said: "I can no lon-
ger protect you. There are too many
complaints from the Makkans” I
was worried and nervous. I
didnt make a show of my re-
ligion in public. So who could

be complaining about me?

I learned later that when I
was reciting the Quran, some
Makkans secretly listened to me.
Some of them entered Islam. No
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matter how kind the man Harith was, he couldnt take a chan-
ce to make his friends angry. I thanked him for the help he ‘
had given and I said: “"Allah will protect us!”

SALMA, UMM UL-KHAIR SPEAKS:

DN

“Is our Prophet all right?”

My son Abu Bakr had entered Islam. Since we were his family, we did
not oppose this move. Nevertheless, we were worried about him. Those
Makkans who used fo love him and Muhammad suddenly became very
hateful towards them. As a mother, I had wanted my son to be okay.

One day, my son had fainted and they brought him home. He was un-
conscious. I was very scared. The Makkans had finally done
something to him. This is what I expected all along.
The Prophet, my son and their friends had gone to
the Ka’'bah. A fight broke out there and one of the
Makkans beat my son until he collapsed. I quickly
put Abu Bakr into his bed. I waited the whole eve-
ning for him to open his eyes. When he finally did
I felt so happy and thankful. The first question my
son asked was: “How is our Prophet?” I felt confused
and uneasy. I tried to tell him: "My son, are you alright?” But
he kept repeating the same question: “Is our Prophet okay? Did

anything happen to him?”

I didnt know anything. Then Abu Bakr said to me: "My dear mother! Go
and see how our Prophet is doing. I cannot eat until I find out if he is
all right” I got up and went to someone I knew. Nothing had happened.
The Prophet Muhammad was okay. When I told my son this news, he be-
came happy. He continued to rest in our home. What kind of relationship ‘
did people have to the Prophet? How could Islam establish such bonds of
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brotherhood? My heart grew warmer towards Islam. I came to believe in
the Prophet and I embraced Islam with my Muslim brothers and sisters. oS PS

ZUBAIR IBN AL-AWWAM:

DAY
9 Y

News that scared me

Talha ibn Ubaidullah, Sad ibn Abi Waqqas and I were very
good friends. We were all at the same age, and we even grew
up together. We had an unbreakable friendship. When we tur-
ned sixteen, our older friend, named Muhammad, said that he
had been chosen by Allah o be a prophet. This was interesting
for me to hear. We all loved and respected Muhammad very much. No
one had ever heard him tell a lie. Now, he was saying he was the chosen
messenger, so we believed in him. After a short period of time, we all
converted to Islam. After we became Muslim, our friendship grew
even stronger. Now we were brothers in Islam, ready to even lay
down our own lives for our dear Prophet. One day, a man who was
not aware that I had become Muslim told me that our prophet was

kidnapped. He was taken away by the enemies of Islam, who prayed

to idols. These idols were statues carved out of wood or stone. These
things were worshipped by the same people who made them! The idols did
not make their worshippers, the worshippers made the idols! Since no
one pointed out how ridiculous this was, the Makkans continued
with this practice year after year. When I heard this bad news
it made me very angry. I took my sword from its sheath, and
went to my friends fo tell them. I took them along with me, and
we were all ready to save our dear Prophet from the kidnappers.
When I got there, I found our Prophet having a talk with his enemies. 9 v
Thank God! The news I got was wrong! When our beloved Prophet saw me
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ready to use my sword, he asked me what was going on. I explained the
situation to him, and for this, he prayed for me at length. At that time, the ‘
number of Muslims was pretty small. Thus, I had become the first of the

Muslims to remove my sword from its sheath for the cause of Islam.

SA'D IBN ABI WAQQAS SPEAKS:

DN
3._;--*10 U’

Under the moonlight

I was born in Makkah, but my family was originally from Madinah. We
were distant relatives of our dear Prophets mother, Hazret Aminah. For
this reason, our master Muhammad used to love me, but I found out abo-
ut his prophethood in a very strange way. One night, I had a dream that
had a great effect on me. I was in a pitch black place. I was unaware of
my surroundings, because it was too dark to see. I didnt know where I
was. What was I doing here? When was I going to leave this dark place?
Then, I saw a full moon rise. It was as white as snow. Its light covered
everything. A little further on I saw my friends - who were close to me
- glowing under the light of the moon. They were Abu Bakr,

Ali, and Zaid. I was very happy to find them near me. *

“How long have you been here?” I asked them. “Not

too long,” they replied. When I woke up, I thought
about this dream, and what it could mean. Did it

contain a secret message? I was unable to reach a
conclusion.

After a week, I found out from a friend that our
master Muhammad was secretly teaching Islam. I searc-
hed everywhere for our dear Prophet. Finally, I found him
praying on the top of the hill near the Ka'bah. Abu Bakr,
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Zaid, and Ali were there with him. There it was! My dream! The full moon ,
” symbolized our dear prophet, Hazret Muhammad. My close friends had oS PS
become Muslim before I did. Right there and then, without hesitation, I

became Muslim.

TALHA IBN UBAIDULLAH SPEAKS:

DAY
-

“Do not reject him!”

g "o Although I lived in the same city as our dear Prophet, I only learned

A that he was preaching Islam when I was in a faraway place, Busra al-

A Sham, a tfown south of Damascus. The caravans starting their journey from
Makkah for trading had to stop by Busra. Most of the people who lived
there were Christians. There were many old churches, monasteries and
wise monks. Once, I travelled to Damascus and stayed there for a
long time. During my return trip, I had taken a break in Busra, as
always. That year, there was a big market in the town. People from
many lands came and filled the streets. While I was walking in

the market and talking to the people, I heard a monk speaking:

“Is there anyone among you from Makkah?”“Yes” I said, I am from

the people of Makkah.” The monk immediately came up to me and asked:
“Has 'Ahmad’ appeared?” I was puzzled. Who was this "Ahmad?” The monk
explained what he meant and added: "He is the last of Gods prophets. Our
holy books fell us that he will come fowards the end of time. He will ap-
pear in Makkah and will spread his faith in that town. Then he will move
into a place where there are a lot of date trees.”

I listened in amazement to the words of the monk. I had not heard of
“ a prophet appearing in Makkah. As I left, the monk gave me this advice: J o
“If you see that prophet, do not reject him! Believe in him as soon as you
can and join his cause!” ®
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On the way back to Makkah the words of the
monk completely filled my mind. What exactly
did he mean? Was a prophet of God really going
to appear in Makkah?

When I arrived back home, I asked my family
if anything unusual had happened in the city
while I was gone. "Not really,” they said. “Ex-
cept that the grandson of Abd ul-Muttalib
has been claiming hes a prophet” Without
wasting any time, I found our dear Prophet Mu-
hammad. I explained to him what had happened
during my stay in Busra. And I became a Muslim!

ABDUR RAHMAN IBN AWF SPEAKS:

. -a,
- ®
-

oAy

A new name, a new life

There were not many people like me in Makkah. When I say “like me”...
well, let me explain: We Arabs used to worship idols, drink lots of alcohol
and do all kinds of evil deeds. However, praying to wood and stone always
seemed like nonsense to me. I couldnt understand at all why people acted
like this. Additionally, I had never tasted the drinks which made people
drunk. In fact, I loathed such things. There were very few people in
Makkah who did not get involved in these kinds of bad acts. Since I was
into trading, I would often go fo lands outside of Arabia. I knew about
Christianity, Judaism, and other faiths. But one day I learned about a
religion by the name of Islam that was spreading secretly. And it was
in Makkah, my own city! My close friend, Abu Ubaidah, whom I loved “
very much, told me that he wanted to enter into this new faith. I was
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surprised. But since he was a mature and intelligent man, I had respected
his decision. “Why dont you come along with me?” He said to me. "I don't
want to go alone.” I accepted his offer, and we went together. When I saw
another close friend, Abu Bakr, there, I was both surprised and glad to
see him. Our master, Prophet Muhammad, was talking in a remarkable way.
He was so effective in his way of teaching that I accepted Islam right
there. At that time the number of Muslims was not large. My name was
Abdul Ka’bah, which means “Slave of the Ka'bah.” After I became a Muslim,
our dear Prophet changed my name to Abd ur-Rahman. This new name was
more proper for a believer, since it meant the “Slave of the Most Merciful.”
From then on everyone called me by my new name. I was very happy, of
course. I had a new name, a new religion and a new life.

AMMAR BN YASIR SPEAKS:

DAY
13 W

Brother-in-law of my mother

My father Yasir was brought from Yemen to Makkah as a slave. After a
short while, he married my mother, Sumayya, who was a slave like himself.
Along with my parents I felt like a stranger in Makkah. We had neither
relatives nor property. We used to earn enough fo feed ourselves, but we
struggled to live in our small house with great difficulty.

When the light of Islam began fo spreading in Makkah, one of my
friends took me to our dear Prophet. He was a man who was always
smiling. The words that came from his blessed mouth were like pe-
arls of wisdom. Whatever he said was filled with good news. What
I heard from him pleased me so much. Therefore, I didnt delay in
entering Islam. Yet I was the only thing that my parents had. When I went
home one evening I fold them that I had become Muslim. My poor mother
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began to weep. “We dont have a family in Makkah. If the chiefs find out
you've become a Muslim, they might kill you. Who will protect us?” I told
her that she shouldnt worry, for Allah is our protector. I
used fo work during day, and whenever I had
spare time, I visited our dear Prophet. Once, he
recited verses of the Qur’an to us. They were
from Surah at-Takwir. Here, Allah gives expla-
nations about the rewards for good and the
punishments for evil on the Day of Judgment.
When our sweet prophet finished reading, he
turned to me and said: “Go and read this Surah
to your mother and father” This was a difficult
mission. My parents were worried about me; so
would they listen to what I had to say?

DAY
14

The girl who escaped being buried alive!

When I returned home, I sat in front of my father and mother. "My
dear mother, I was again with our dear Prophet’ I said. “Please dont be
angry with me. If you allow me, I would like to read a Surah for you both.
Its a Surah I learned today.” Neither one of them objected, so I began
reciting nervously. In one of the verses, I recited: "For those who buried
their daughters alive..” and I caught a glimpse at my parents’ faces. This
verse said that this horrible deed would not go unpunished. In those days,
the ignorant Arabs hated having daughters. If a newborn was a girl, she
would often be kKilled by being buried alive. When my mother heard this
verse, she began crying. Tears came pouring down her face. She started
to talk to me, expressing her feelings. So I stopped reciting and began to
listen to my mother, *When I was born, upon hearing that I was a girl, my
father grew upset. Although he was very humble and kind, he was afraid
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that people would laugh at him for having a daughter. Indeed, soon after, © ®
() the ignorant people pressured him, and my poor father couldnt resist any- oS
more. He dug a hole in the ground and decided to bury me. But they say I
looked at his face so innocently that he couldnt do it; so he took me back
to my mother”

My mother then turned to my father and said: "So this . ., '
is how I was saved and I lived till the age of marriage. ,“'.f, 't | E
I had the opportunity to marry you. But not all girls .f y —_
were as fortunate as I was.” Both of my parents came A }; f oo
into Islam. Allah showed how groundless their worries ‘*', |
were and gave them both the honor of being called Mus- B .
lims.

BILAL IBN RABAH SPEAKS:

DAY
B Y

Slave and master are equal before Allah

When Islam began to spread throughout Makkah, I was a slave to a
very mean man. When I heard our dear prophet say: “The slave and mas-
ter are equal in the eyes of Allah,” I couldnt believe my ears. I had never
expected to hear such words coming from anyone in Makkah. They made
me work very hard jobs and I was not paid of course. The unbelievers,
who did not treat their slaves kindly, were not pleased to hear such words.
They began saying: “So does that mean that we are now equal to the sla-
ves whom we bought with our own money?”

I had decided to become Muslim. I certainly knew that my master would
be very angry. Nevertheless, I went fo our dear Prophet and embraced
Islam. For sure, everything went as I expected.

My master began torturing me when he found out. He made me undress ®
w and then lie on the burning desert sand. He would place heavy rocks on @
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